THE COMPARATIVE AC TRANSMISSION PROCEE ‘VI':NG

MYTHS VS FA

MYTH: More power is needed downstate

FACT: Harvard-trained environmental physicist Dr. Gidon Eshel modeled the state's own numbers amd fegnd
that existing generation and transmission infrastructure, as well as new projects aIreadM approved-and:iny/ ‘de-
velopment, well exceed anticipated future demand, even taking into account the expected c!osure of the
Indian Point nuclear facility, increases in downstate population and an anticipated mcir-e\ ' '
temperatures. S

MYTH: This project will lower residents’ utility bills

FACT: The Hudson Valley Smart Energy Coalition (HVSEC), has noted that congestlén cg;;?assomated with
a transmission “bottleneck” - a major justification for this project - are less than the 5/1 fll§n+ ratepayers will
have to pay for new lines. In short, the “solution” would cost more than the prob}e;_ ¥ dnd deliver no prov-
en savings to customers. The claim that more transmission will bring in “cheaper”
wishful thinking given current energy markets, and an inefficient use of resources.

MYTH: National Grid (NG) claims that its new proposal “improves” visual impacts ", 1\ t’\ v
o

FACT: This is not actually the case. NG states that their project has “materially ng helght lmcreas " with :i;;fen‘
new towers. However, their proposal calls for towers that are on average 10’ tallgr, with eveﬁ»taller%t%vv{ei’s in
certain areas. Ten feet matters because current towers are already at tree liné, New, taller o wer fWI” be
seen by many new neighbors and visitors to the area. For those who enjoy IIVL Muvawruralmareaﬁaﬁ,nd those
who depend on the tourism economy, this is a significant difference. Addltlonalif, -a sntes Whegef tere exists
only one 115kv tower the new design will be significantly wider, and they mtenq; o tear-cut the forested buff-
er that separates much of the lines from residential areas, which will complgtely che\ngef-xe character of
those neighborhoods.

MYT!—I At least eminent domaln is fmally off the table!

FACT: [t's'nct: Itis in fact very tuch still ON the table. Although NG has .akejf
‘assuring no eminent domairs, there-are still four bidders in this process, and ,

new. Imes tor run RIGHT NEXT TO the current right-of-way, on property d by prlvate

;j}ents are being heard. We thank NG for re\izsed prOJects “but ! ;he ESC has or-
etgy Highway Plan to re-examine its neegland punpgﬁe;:]jwere 1s still a long
._‘_AGW[de can be expected to shell out morei‘tii“aﬁ a bllhon dollars for a pr0ject of

J=] banner on the front page to see what you, as a concemed resident or

business o-wne:r. can do to have your-voice heard on this lmportant issue.
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