Create farm conservation and development plans that allow
future home sites to co-exist with active farmland, conserve the
best agricultural soils, and discourage roadside sprawl.

Many farmers rely on the occasional sale of home sites to supplement farm income.
The result can be piecemeal or strip residential development that undermines a town’s
rural qualities. Farm conservation plans offer an alternative strategy that protects
equity, farmland, and views. Land owners subdivide home sites as needed over
time according to a pre-approved plan based on conservation design principles.

The primary goal is the conservation of productive farmland for the long-range
continuation of farm operations. Maintenance of open land is not an issue when
conserved farm acreage continues to be part of the working landscape.

When farm conservation and development
plans work, agricultural operations and views
will still look like this.

Because every farm is different, each farm conservation plan will be unique. The location of acreage that is
most appropriate for residential development will depend on the natural features of the landscape and on the density
that the farm owner considers most compatible with the long-term operation of the farm. Plans may also identify

potential acreage for a farm-related business or cottage industry.

A simple example:

On a 100-acre farm in a five-acre zoning district,
the total potential density, excluding farmstead,
roads, steep slopes, wetlands and water, may be
15 five-acre lots.

Locate development pocket on 25 acres of
marginal land, hiding the houses and roads within
woodlands and along the far edges of open fields.

Approve incremental subdivision plan for up to12
lots within the 25-acre development pocket,
reducing minimum lot size.

Negotiate a density easement allowing 3 addi-
tional lots on the remaining 75 acres. Full density
(15 lots) may be reached over time at the discre-
tion of the farm owner. Even at full density, more
than 50 percent of the farm is protected.
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Conservation and Gradual Development on a Working Farm




