Greenway Connections

WELLHEAD AND AQUIFER PROTECTION

Designate wellhead protection areas and adopt measures
against potential sources of aquifer contamination to
ensure long-term sources of clean drinking water.

The cleanup of a contaminated groundwater source can be 30 to 40 times more costly
than preventing it in the first place, and some contaminants are virtually impossible to
remove. Contaminants can make their way through soil and fractures in the rock to
underlying groundwater aquifers, then travel to a water supply well. The pumping
action of larger public wells can actively draw contaminants into wells. Unsealed or
abandoned wells can further act as direct conduits for contamination of groundwater,
as can carbonate geology with its solution channels and sinkholes.

Define the area to be protected

Choose a method of defining the wellhead and aquifer
protection areas, such as:

® Detailed delineation of one or more wellheads or an
aquifer area by a professional hydrogeologist.

e Generalized delineation of one or more wellheads by
a non-professional.

® Map priority protection areas.
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